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Synopsis

Winner of the New Blood Dagger, Arthur Ellis, Barry, Anthony, and Dilys awards.Chief Inspector
Armand Gamache of the SurA%A®© du QuAGbec and his team of investigators are called in to the
scene of a suspicious death in a rural village south of Montreal. Jane Neal, a local fixture in the tiny
hamlet of Three Pines, just north of the U.S. border, has been found dead in the woods. The locals
are certain it’s a tragic hunting accident and nothing more, but Gamache smells something foul in
these remote woods, and is soon certain that Jane Neal died at the hands of someone much more
sinister than a careless bowhunter. Still Life introduces not only an engaging series hero in
Inspector Gamache, who commands his forces---and this series---with integrity and quiet courage,

but also a winning and talented new writer of traditional mysteries in the person of Louise Penny.
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Customer Reviews

"Still Life," by Louise Penny, takes place in Three Pines, a small rural village south of Montreal. This
placid and beautiful hamlet is shaken to its core when a beloved and gentle seventy-six year old
woman named Jane Neal is shot through the heart with an arrow. Was Neal’s death the result of a
hunting accident or was it murder? If it was an accident, why has no one come forward? If Jane was

deliberately slain, who could have wanted her dead? One suspect is Jane’s estranged niece,



Yolande Fontaine, a cold, unfeeling, and greedy woman who is desperate to get her hands on her
aunt’s property. In addition, Yolande’s husband is an obnoxious boor with a criminal record, and
their son is a known delinquent.In charge of the investigation is Chief Inspector of Homicide,
Armand Gamache of the Surete du Quebec. Although he is in his mid-fifties, "violent death still
surprised him." Gamache is a man of integrity with keen powers of observation, and he is an
excellent listener with an uncanny ability to make people reveal their innermost thoughts. Assisting
Gamache is Inspector Jean Guy Beauvoir, who has been Gamache’s second-in-command for over
ten years. Agent Yvette Nichol, an arrogant and impulsive young woman, is new to the team, and
she quickly annoys her superiors with her irritating and smug attitude.The varied cast of
townspeople includes Clara and Peter Morrow, who are local artists; Clara, who was extremely
close to Jane, is devastated by the old woman’s death. Olivier and Gabri are gay partners who run a
bistro and a bed and breakfast, and early in the book, they are victims of a vicious assault by three
boys who mock the pair's sexual orientation. Myrna Landers is a former psychologist who has deep

insight into the human condition.
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